Abstract: Environmental aspects have been some of the most argued about topics in society, including the role of the government as a stakeholder. Deforestation and illegal mining have been destroying the many ecosystems and rainforest habitats, including along the Katingan Watershed. The research objective is to describe public perception and participation in environmental preservation. The research used descriptive qualitative method and applying Spradley Domain Analysis. Primary and secondary data were obtained directly from field informants using interviews, observations and documentation. The research results show that the people's perception and participation in environmental preservation was categorized into two groups. The first group one stated that they did contributed out of personal and financial interests, whilst the second groups were simply following the instructions of the government and local leaders. In general, locals have different perception on how they utilize the natural resources. The management of natural resources was perceived as being done for economic reasons, with the assumption that it were used sustainably. People's involvement in preserving nature were affected their own needs either individually or collectively. Participation of the people in the conservation around the watersheds area was done for reasons of individual desire, solidarity, and to follow instructions from the government and Katingan Hilir leader.
Introduction
Deforestation is one of the main development issues in developing country, and Indonesia is no exception. Deforestation happens in almost all main island of Indonesia, including Kalimantan that covered around 17.3% over past ten years and by 2010, only 52% of total land area (Mettinen et al., 2011) . Forest has been destroyed due to fires, can even be said that it is this perception that prevents the sort of good behavior that could prevent the environmental damage.
Perception is an internal reaction based on the impression, assessment, opinion, feeling, and interpretation of information one has obtained. Meider (1958) identified "perception-in-participation, meaning perceptual systems of an object enable one to participate as his/her awareness". The notion is that by perception a human can interact with his or her surroundings, for instance between humans and their environment, or humans with each other's. By sensing the nature conservation policy, people are expected to take on a social behavior in protecting the environment, and so contribute to awareness in the management of forest products as a preservation process. This has an indirectly effect on community income distribution (Suparwata et al., 2016) . It also can enhance the rural livelihood economy and has changed the way in which the majority of the rural agrarian communities view their farming enterprise (Mapila et al., 2010) as one of socioeconomic development goals (Ekasari et al., 2013) in globalizing economy era. It is still very important in pro-poor policy interventions, and the Indonesian government should (Jamil et al., 2016) . Therefore,
The objective of the study is to describe public perception and participation in environmental preservation.
Materials and Method

Research Site
This research was conducted in Katin- 
Interviews with Local People
The primary data collection techniques were in-depth interviews and observation, while the secondary data was collected using techniques such as documents, photos and statistics related to the focus research. The respondents were villagers, mostly from the Dayak tribe, who live around Katingan watershed, and were selected at random. Information was also received from (1) Katingan
Hilir sub-district, who supplied data about the geography of the study areas, and (2) [ ]
150
the chief of village, who provided information about local perception and participation in environmental conservation in general.
Data Analysis
Qualitative approach and strategy was need to meet specific standards in accordance to their credibility, transferability, dependability, and conformability (Schwandt et al., 2007) .
Results
People's Perception on Environmental Preservation
Studies have made some general state- Someone with a higher education tends to produce a wider response in the object observed, (c) people do not understand well when the researcher asked a question about the decreasing environmental carrying capacity causing natural damage from internal and external factors, and/or increasing the population. They only knew that the problems were due to many years of illegal logging in this area.
The locals' involvement of Environmental Activities
Respondents of trees, so far as I can remember, was only carried out once". This statement shows that the government instructed this group to plant rubber, durian and rambutan, the activity was carried out jointly by the members.
Furthermore, their involvement towards the environment are strongly dependent on their needs, and they tend to forget about conserving when they need to improve their own welfare, and it is in these situations when they often do things like plantation activities or slash and burn farming. For instance, when faced with particular situation that requires them to carry out a sustainable task, they then rapidly remember a positive attitude to the nature. 
Public Participation on Environmental Preservation
People's Initiatives in preserving area
Community activities were initially driven by government requests, and they typically receive the sources or funding 
Human behavior on the environment
Human behavior is heavily influenced It is important to note that public perception in the preserving environment in Katingan Watershed is relatively good; they have been able to take actions in positive behavior despite constituted by the certain factors. Furthermore, they were generally able to participate, but they rarely want to involve extensively. It can be said that they are mostly forced by internal and external factors while they take part to this activities.
And it may happen due to their local wisdom that triggered them to be wise in utilizing natural resources as participation program in protecting nature.
Conclusion
It is important to emphasize that local communities' perception about environmental preservation showed a lot of variation, but did however most strongly depend on [ ] 160 and authenticity in naturalistic evalu- 
